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Introduction 

 
Data on shipping accidents in the Baltic Sea area has been collected since 2000. In 2004 a 
new reporting format was developed and used for the reporting of accidents starting 2004. 
For that reason the data for 2003 and the subsequent years are not fully comparable. 
The changed reporting is interpreted as a reason for the increased number of 
accidents in 2004 and subsequent years, when compared to 2003. 
 
All Contracting States have provided data on shipping accidents for 2007.  
 

According to the agreed procedure all accidents (including but not limited to grounding, 
collision with other vessel or contact with fixed structures (offshore installations, wrecks, 
etc.), disabled vessel (e.g. machinery and/or structure failure), fire, explosions, etc.), which 
took place in territorial seas or EEZ of the Contracting Party and involved tankers over 150 
GT and/or other ships over 400 GT irrespectively if there was pollution or not are reported. 

 
 

Ship traffic in the Baltic 
 

The IMO regulation requires Automatic Identification System transponders to be fitted aboard 
all ships of 300 gross tonnage and upwards engaged on international voyages, cargo ships 
of 500 gross tonnage and upwards not engaged on international voyages and all passenger 
ships irrespective of size. The AIS enables the identification of the name, position, course, 
speed, draught and cargo of ships and displays all available data over a common 
background map. 
The traffic statistics presented below has been generated by the HELCOM AIS database.  

 

To get a full picture of the shipping safety in the Baltic the basic information on the shipping 
intensity is of importance, which can be illustrated by the number of ships crossing the 
HELCOM AIS pre-defined lines as presented in Figure 1 and Figure 2 (ships according to 
the type of vessels and their draught, respectively). A snapshot illustrating the spatial 
distribution of shipping activities in the whole Baltic at a specific moment can be seen in 
Figure 3 and images of the traffic on the Baltic Sea based on AIS signal within a time period 
of one week are shown in Figures 4 and 5. The numeric data used in developing the maps 
are presented in Tables 1 and 2. 
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Figure 1. Number of ships crossing the AIS fixed lines in the Baltic Sea according to 

the type of the vessels, 2007. 
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Figure 2. Number of ships crossing the AIS fixed lines in the Baltic Sea according to 
the draught, 2007. 
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Figure 3. Snapshot from the HELCOM AIS (20 August 2008).  
 
 

  
 

Figure 4 and 5. Images of the traffic on the Baltic Sea within a time period of one week; 
the sharp red lines are actual ship passages and the green-yellow lines on blue 

background represent data calculated on a grid, showing the areas of heavy traffic. 


